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US	higher	education

Total	Enrollments
~21	million

Distance	Only	Enrollments
~3	million
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•	27%	of	public	 institution	students	took	at	least	one	distance	course.
•	23%	of	private	non-profit	students	took	at	least	one	distance	course.
•	60%	of	private	for-profit	students	took	at	least	one	distance	course.
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Massive	Open	Online	Courses	(MOOCs)	
are	different	from	traditional	online	
learning

4



Go	to	edX.org	

Or	go	to	http://online-
learning.harvard.edu/

Sign		up	for	any	HarvardX	
course,	for	free
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And	a	4th goal:	Reusability	– making	use	of	HarvardX	content
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4.3	million	registrations	
(including	those	without	country	identification)
65%	outside	of	the	US 8



Gender	composition Age	composition

Education:	
All	HarvardX	registrants	(as	of	July	3,	2016)%	with	
Bachelor's	or	greater:	69.6%
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Importance	of	Lifelong	Learning
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How	important	is	advancing	my	
career?
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The	HarvardX	Curriculum:	Liberal	
Arts	and	Sciences
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What	we	have	learned:

• There	is	a	world	wide	audience	for	the	liberal	arts	
because	there	is	a	world-wide	audience	for	life-long	
learning

• That	audience	is	young
• But	mainly	not	in	higher	education	at	the	moment

We	want	to	help	life-long	learners	
continue	to	learn
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Michael	Brenner
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Michael	Sandel:	JusticeX

15



Thomas	Kelly:	First	Nights



Our interdisciplinary course combines 
anthropology, history, and medicine to 
solve global health problems. We are a 
team of 9 faculty from HMS, HSPH, FAS, 
together with international experts 
(policy makers, healthcare workers 
and patients). Filming in Haiti & Rwanda, 
we challenge assumptions about rural 
hospitals in low-income countries and 
demonstrate what is really possible.

Anne	Becker,	HMS	

Paul	Farmer,	HMS	

Salmaan Keshavjee,	HMS

Arthur	Kleinman,	FAS

Global Health: Case Studies 
from a Biosocial Perspective

Filming in the field further reinforces the course’s 
ethnographic philosophy.

Course co-instructors are all physician-
anthropologists with unique specializations.
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Karen	L. Mapp,	HGSE

Introduction to Family  
Engagement in Education

We conduct 35 interviews with subject matter 
experts, including academics at HGSE, HKS 
and, school leaders, teachers, parents, 
and students. Professor Mapp’s expertise is 
in high demand nationwide; this MOOC allows 
her to expand the reach of her teaching. Our 
media is also used in her residential HGSE 
Program in Professional Development.

Filming in schools brings voices from the field into 
the MOOC learning experience.

Dialogic interviews inspire thoughtful discourse and 
generate unique learning moments.
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Michael Hays,	GSD

The Architectural		Imagination

Our course originates as a Residential 
Bootcamp for incoming graduate 
students, and addresses the need to 
provide materials long distance. The first 2 
course versions ran as hybrid courses on 
campus.  Learner input and faculty 
revisions are used to develop the MOOC 
for launch in early 2017.

Exposing campus resources provides online 
access to Harvard worldwide.

Filming faculty in environments referenced in course 
curriculum provides learners context. 
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The	HarvardX-MITxCourse	Network
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Which	 videos	have	low	completion	rates? Which	 assessment	problems	 have	strange	scores? Which	 students	go	above	expectations?

Who	is	an	active	forum	user? Which	 forum	 threads	have	high	activity? Which	 topics	can	we	discern	and	how	
prevalent	are	they?

Which	 students	go	above	and	beyond?

RESEARCH
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VIDEO,	ILLUSTRATIONS,	
CLAYMATION

• "Fundamentals	of	Neuroscience"	with	Prof	David	Cox	
(FAS)

• Neuroscience-Virtual_to_Phys_to_Virtual\._MCB80X	
Claymation-HD.mp4

• --- Review	of	course	animations	and	additional	animations	
can	be	found	at:

• http://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/fundamentals-of-
neuroscience?utm_content=buffer3fb4f&utm_medium=s
ocial&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer

• "Contracts"	with	Prof	Charles	Fried	(HLS)	trailer
• https://www.edx.org/node/3911#.VFeYsVxtAWQ
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Reusability
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The goal of ChinaX isto help learners to 
understand China's historical experience, 
its patterns of philosophy and religion, 
and its social and political thought. These 
themes are discussed in order to 
understand China in the twenty-first 
century and as a great world civilization 
that developed along lines different from 
those of the Mediterranean.
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Two	Examples:

The	changing	map	of	China	over	
time

Chinese	Literature	
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The	most	famous	part	of	
ChinaX
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Leading	through	Learning
The	common	ground	of	HarvardX	learners	and	the	

University


